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In this first of a series of monographs "on the 
biochemical. developmental. immunological. 
pathological and methodological aspects of inter-
cellular matrix (connective tissue):' the subject of 
aging in the skin has been approached from a 
variety of viewpoints. The contributors are mostly 
European and were participants in a colloquium on 
this subject held in November. 1972. 
As with any multiauthored publication, the 
quality of the contributions varies greatly. The 
high point of this volume is the section on "Aging 
and Cell Division" by Macieira-Coelho. In this 
difficult area, the author has presented an erudite, 
factual review in which controversial problems 
have been pointed out rather than tied together 
simply for the sake of continuity. 
Several sections deal at length with the synthesis 
and structure of collagen. Although there is a great 
deal of information on the effects of aging on these 
aspects of collagen biochemistry. there is virtually 
nothing on any possible role of enzymes. such as 
proteases, which may mediate normal age-related 
changes or be implicated in the pathophysiology of 
clinical diseases. 
In general. this same failure to elaborate on the 
clinical aspects of the various topics permeates the 
volume and diminishes the value of the book to the 
clinician. Notable exceptions to this are found in 
the chapters on "Aging of the Epidermis" by 
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Prunieras and "Aging of Human Dermis" by 
Fleischmajer and associates. 
In the introductory chapter, the editors' at-
tempts to provide a broad overview are often little 
more than bibliographic recitations. which add 
breadth but which fail to separate critical work 
from material which may yet be considered contro-
versial. Thus, the main value of this book will be to 
those engaged in research in one of the specialized 
areas covered by the colloquium. However, even 
here, the limitations of space may compromise the 
in depth needs of the investigator. 
Eugene A. Bauer, M.D. 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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Company, Philadelphia. 1974. 
Coping with Food Allergy, by Claude A. Frazier. 
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